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The 31¢ Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2024 in Wakayama
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The 31¢ Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2024 in Wakayama was held
in eight cities and towns in Wakayama Prefecture for seven days from
July 9 to July 15. Originally scheduled for 2021, the conference finally
came to fruition.The participants, ranging in age from 8 to 80 years old
and coming from diverse backgrounds, came from Canada and Malaysia
as well as the U.S.A., and many of them experienced the rich nature and
history of Wakayama Prefecture for the first time.They spent a
heart-warming week of exchange, enjoying the warm hospitality of
their host families and volunteers.
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<+ Wakayama Convention Schedule

798 (k) ZE. IRLUHES July 9 (Tue) Participants Gather in Wakayama City.
[BRFNTSoT4T/FA4704 %y bRTIVA ] [ Stay at Hotel Granvia or Daiwa Roynet Hotel ]
7H10B (K) FBI~F% O—HI « A F>aF)b « Y7— (30—2X) July 10 (Web) ~ AM-PM: Local optional tours (3 courses)

Eve.: Opening ceremony and welcome reception
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7B11B(K) 4§ oA~ HH [ RA—LZTA ] July 11 (Thu) AM: Departure to Local Session Program
PM: Local Session Program [Homestay ]
78128 (&) #£AH MESRETOISA [ R—LZFA] July 12 (Fri) All day: Local Session Program [ Homestay ]
78138 (1) #\ MELREF/-IERAMT77IU—LBTT1H July 13 (Sat) All day: Local Session Program or full day with host family
[ R—LZAFA] [Homestay ]
78148 (B) #Fai~ RALZ7IV—EMRLTAEE July 14 (Sun) AM: Travel with host families to Wakayama City
1% MMLELEREATEE R (—2BoRlsos) PM: Visit the Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama
S sO—SVIRE e T F I« SN—F4 (some Local Sessions only)
[RFNTS2T4T/FA49a14%2y bRTIVIA] Eve.: Closing Ceremony and Farewell Party
[ Stay at Hotel Granvia or Daiwa Roynet Hotel ]
7H158 (B) gl B8/ RAM Iy bAHF July 15 (Mon)  AM: Participants return home or depart for Post Summit Programs

EE | BPREORZAY Iy MIRIUASRTEESR (FER : MRLRERR).
EREORKZRtE>4— (CIE). CIE-US

®RIR I EAIR - HEKEREEER. £KBXRBHRES (NAJIAS)

Organizers: Japan-America Grassroots Summit Wakayama Executive Committee
(Secretariat: Wakayama Prefectural International Affairs Division),
Centre for International Grassroots Exchange (CIE), CIE-US

Supported by: Consulate General of the United States in Osaka-Kobe,
National Association of Japan-America Societies (NAJAS)



ASSNERE 1,325

Number of Participants at the Summit : 1,325
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« Total number of participants visiting Japan : 82

+ Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception : 190
(including participants visiting Japan)

# Host families : 205 people in 54 families

+ Regional Sectional Meetings + Related Events :
665persons / 8 regions (including Manjiro Exhibition)

# Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party : 225 people
(including participants visiting Japan)
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List of the Executive Committee of
the Japan-America Grassroots Summit in Wakayama
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Yamashita Yoshio

T2

768 HoRY v FEARS 4

The 7" Grassroots Summit
Alumni Reunion Plus
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When the Grassroots Summit is held in Japan, an Alumni
Reunion is held in conjunction with the Opening of the
Summit, in which participants from previous summits in the
U.S.gather. Thirty-eight people came to Wakayama City this
time, from all across Japan.

Three very interesting study opportunities were offered at
the reception, held at the Hotel Granvia Wakayama on the
evening of July 9. Mr.Ichiro Okumura (Curator and Eductor in
Chief, Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama) spoke on
“Immigrants and Art: Artists who journeyed to America from
Wakayama”, Mr.Yoshihiro Takishita (Chairman, Japan
Traditional House Preservation Society) spoke on“The Charm
of Traditional Old Houses”, and Mr.Hayato Sakurai (Curator,
Taichi Town Historical Archive, and Advisory Curator, New
Bedford Whaling Museum) spoke on “Whaling and Manjiro”.
From the following day, July 10, the group spent two nights
and three days enjoying exchanges, lectures and sightseeing
with the participants in Japan, through the local tours,“Folk
Courses” in addition to the Opening Ceremony and Welcome
Reception.

SybFRABESETEES
Summit Alumni Executive Committee
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Chairperson: Nakayama Yoshie Vice-chairperson: Uogishi Shinobu
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Secretariat: Odaka Miki, Todoroki Hiroko, and Hirata Kiyoshi
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7898 July 9 (Tue)
MIXINICEE! ARRIVAL IN WAKAYAMA!
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Many participants arrived in Japan following their own schedules this time. Participants
who arrived at the designated hotel and those who gathered at Kansai Airport, where
the Summit bus was prepared, were warmly welcomed by Wakayama Prefecture staff.

Expectations were high for new encounters and exchanges with the citizens of
Wakayama Prefecture over the coming week.

781080k July 10 (Wed)
Day 2 O—HJ « Y 7— LOCALTOURS
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Participants deepened their knowledge of the region by taking part in one of three tours,
including a tour of Koyasan, esoteric Buddhism, a tour of Manyo and Tokugawa history, and a tour
on archaeology and folklore to learn the local traditions and religion. Junior High School students
from Katsurao, Fukushima Prefecture, who participated as part of a school excursion, also enjoyed
interacting with the visitors from the U.S. At the Fudoki-no-oka museum, on the folklore course,
participants received a detailed explanation of Wakayama's unique traditional houses from
architect Yoshihiro Takishita, a leading researcher on ancient houses.

During the Summit, “Manjiro Exhibition” was also held at the Wakayama City Library with the

cooperation of the Manjiro Curatorial Research Group. Along with the Summit attendees, many MR IR EETOFRBIEHE
Manjiro Exhibition at the Wakayama City Library

Wakayama citizens also enjoyed this exhibition.

A—T 25\l @miRRbame
OPENING CEREMONY @WAKAYAMA PREFACTURE CULTERE HALL
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The Opening Ceremony was held at the Wakayama Prefectural Culture Hall,
located opposite the Wakayama Prefectural Government Building, which is
listed as a National Tangible Cultural Property.The friendship and ties that
have continued from the time of Manjiro and Captain Whitfield across the
generations were celebrated by participants,and a globe exchange ceremony,
a symbol of the friendship between the two families and the U.S.and Japan,

was also held.The first time in Japan for five long years.
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LD DRE RERE — BRELHREXM
Welcome Remarks Greetings from Greetings and “Globe Exchange” Ceremony by
Guest of Honor descendants of Manjiro and Captain Whitfield
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Kashihata Naohisa, Shimo Hiroshi, Ishikawa Kazuhide, Mathew C.Perry, Nakahama Kyo, Scott Whitfield,
Chairman of the Deputy Governor of Chairman of CIE Descendant of The 5th generation The 6th generation descendant
Executive Committee Wakayama Prefecture Commodore Perry descendant of Manjiro of Captain Whitfield
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Introduction of key persons involved Introduction of Katsurao Junior High School Nakahama Aya, The 5th generation descendant of Manjiro,and

in the Local Sessions from Fukushima Wyatt Whitfield, The 7th generation descendant of Captain Whitfield
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Welcome Remarks
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After The ceremony, the participants moved to the Daiwa Roynet @DE’*”"TEE{J‘IE) CIE-US BERIc45 TY=aTl
y:the particip y & BBADRE BROKE BEAKEAERA
Hotel for a Welcome Reception. Amy Rule, spouse of U.S.Ambassador  |,zuka Yasushi, Dimitri Lorenzon, Amy Rule,
to Japan, Rahm Emanuel, who had expressed interest Deputy Mayor of Wakayama City Toast by CIE-US President Spouse of U.S.
(Acting Mayor of Wakayama City) Ambassador Emanuel

in the Grassroots Summit, was also present at the reception

and stated that “The Summit is a unique opportunity to experience o T VUSRS
the real Japan, build personal friendships across borders, 4

and lay the foundations for a US-Japan partnership.”

Hob U7
MMILASEIICEAT!

Cheers to the long-awaited
Wakayama Summit!

HhE

Kagamibiraki (ceremonial breaking open of the sake cask)
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BEREFREEPROEREILICLIHMROABES
Opening Taiko drum performance by students of Kainan Misato Branch High School




7A118H~138H)  July 11(Thu) ~ 13 (Sat)

HIR D BIR (5—L2F1 280THTOT L]
LOCAL SESSIONS [Homestay program]
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The 75 participants set off for eight regions in the prefecture for the

regional breakout sessions, the main attraction of the Summit.Through

6 customized programs put on by key persons and volunteers from each
@ @ region and the warm hospitality of their host families, the participants
deepened friendships that were initiated through new encounters, unique
e e to grassroots exchange.

AERL LT Wakayama City

kB=%E 1184 Number of Participants: 11
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© Visit to elementary and Junior High Schools
© Maguro Tuna filleting exhibition

© Visit to Tama Train and Kishi Station

© Visit to the former Nakasuji Family Residence
© Visit to Kao Corporation Wakayama Plant

© Visit to Wakayama Castle

*EZKI_'H Hashimoto City

kHZM%E 84 Number of Participants: 8

oFDEST LIEDABR o NANVBYERERS
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© Kaki-no-ha-zushi (Sushi wrapped in a pensimmon leaf) making experience

© Courtesy visit to the mayor

EEE

© Kishu bamboo fishing rod workshop

© Visit to the Weaving Museum
® Visit Koyasan, Mt. Koya :‘T i

© Visit to Kudoyama, Sanada Samurai Museum



EHZ\LEI_'E Tanabe City

kB2mME 108 Number of Participants: 10
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© Visit to Tokei Shrine (World Heritage Site)

© Aikido experience

© Calligraphy experience

© Ume (plum) factory tour

© The Kumano Kodo hiking (World Heritage Site)

© Visit Kumano Hongu Taisha Shrine (World Heritage Site)

© Of Tenjinzaki Walking tour (National Trust Movement Site)

Eliﬁm]- Shirahama Town

HZmE 114 Number of Participants: 11

o BTAEUR
(ZBRE - TEH-BAE - BRE 1)

o FOEKER
o BERMEER
o BRFER
© Walking in the town
(San-dan-beki, Senjoshiki, Engetsu Island, Shirarahama Beach, etc.)
"o Tea ceremony experience
~ Indigo dyeing experience

© Coastal walk

J:lEE__E.II HEI H]] Kamitonda Town

%HZmME 9%  Number of Participants:9

o LERER LERA - BRINE
o 7S LRRRE

o BEEFHERUR

o FIBEHER

© Lunch and a Q & A session with the Mayor of Kamitonda
© Tour of Plum Food co.
® Walking along the Kumano Kodo

© Tea ceremony experience




$2|§H]] Kushimoto Town

ZH2ME 94 Number of Participants: 9
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© Courtesy visit to the Mayor
© Visit to the US-Japan Friendship Memorial Hall and the Turkish Memorial Museum
© Visit to Kashinozaki Lighthouse

© Visit to Murydji Temple and Okyo Rusetsu Art Museum

© Visit to Kushimoto Underwater Park and Aquarium

© Exchange with students of Kushimoto Koza High School

© PET-bottle rocket building experience

+
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ﬂKgﬂ%ﬁm} Nachikatsuura Town

%ZHA&ME 9% Number of Participants: 9
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© Courtesy visit to the Mayor ® Dressing in Heian costume

© Visit to primary schools © Walking along the Kumano Kodo
(Nachi Falls, Kumano Nachi Taisha Shrine,
Nachisan Seigantoji Temple,
© Tour of Ki no Matsushima “Pokemon manhole covers” )

© Uragami rocket tour

© Mandala painting experience

%ﬁgfﬁ Shingu City

EBZ%E 84 Number of Participants: 8
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CHIFEFED fRER o R EFER

CEREJINIAT D i

© Kumano Mandala painting workshop

© Exchange with Ojigahama Primary School
© Japanese sweets making experience

© Kumano River boat ride

© Visit Kamikura Shrine

© Visit to Kumano Hayatama-Taisha Shrine

© Kendo experience



75148@) July 14 (Sun)
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CLOSING CEREMONY AND RECEPTION @HOTEL AYALORM KINOKUNI
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After four days and three nights of homestay, cultural experiences, and
exchanges, the participants gathered in Wakayama City with their host
families. At the ceremony, key persons and participants presented their
impressions of each program and commented on the deep exchange that
took place despite the short period of time, and their hopes for the
friendship that will continue.

FAXAAFT MITLEHME BIEER MIFLHR F4ZINY e OLvYv

Kishimoto Shuhei Obana Masahiro
Governor of Wakayama Prefecture  Mayor of Wakayama City

CIE-USEER
Dimitri Lorenzon

President of CIE-US

Y= 7U=—2IyF BoRSL BEGRES BEEY =TEER

EtmEEHER

Yabuzoe Yasuhiro Kashihata Naohisa

Larry Greenwood Deputy Executive Chairman of the Executive
Board Chair for Japan Society Committee Chair Committee

of Northern California

AEILBE R — 21—

Newspaper

Wakayama Prefectural Government News © FEHIH

® (2T
(Youtube) [07:03~16:49] © HIIFH 1

D3 YouTube

® The Kumamoto
Shimbun

® The Kinan
Shimbun

® The Kochi
Shimbun
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78158@A) July 15 (Mon)

Day 7
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For those participants who wanted to stay in Japan longer, after the
Summit or to visit other regions, programs including homestays in
Kyoto and Asuka Village, Nara Prefecture, were organized this time
with the help of CIE advisers, volunteers and organizations that had
participated in previous Summits. Twenty-eight participants took
part in the programs, including the free programs.

21EHHOFE Comments From Participants
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Message from Ms. Amy Rule (Spouse of U.S. Ambassador Emanuel)
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Message from Ms. Claudia Sumano
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POST SUMMIT OPTIONAL PROGRAM

OP1. Z#R—L AT A &EHFE (9%)

Kyoto host family & Tokyo (9 participants )

OP3. KMIMEFR—L AT A &ER (74)
Yamato Asuka host family & Tokyo ( 7 participants )

OP4. m#7 Y — (7%)
Kyoto Free (7 participants)

OP5. HH7 U — (4%)
Tokyo Free (4 participants)

OP6. &} « K7 U — (14)
Kyoto & Tokyo Free (1 participants)

XOP2. £iR - BEBEFR—LART A &RRIE. REF¥EEXICL2FED-HHPIE
Kanazawa/Noto Homestay & Tokyo was cancelled due to the impact of
the Noto Peninsula earthquake.

It was a treat to join the Japan-America
Grassroots Summit in Wakayama.
This unique program builds personal

relationships that further the
partnership between our two countries. | enjoyed meeting the
Japanese and American participants and sharing in the
grassroots exchange.

It was a particular honor to celebrate the occasion with the
descendants of Captain William Whitfield, John Manjiro
Nakahama, and Commodore Perry.

In its 31st year, the Summit embodies the historic friendship of
these families and our nations. | look forward with interest and
excitement to following future Summits.

Thank you CIE for offering another U d
amazing Summit! Thankyoutothe ~ * ¢
wonderful team for all your hard
work before, during and after the
Summit, it was amazing!! Thank you host families for making
this experience unforgettable!! Japan was the 22nd country
we visited in our trip “circumnavigating” the world this
Summer but for sure was our Number 1 experience because of
the homestay part, which in my opinion makes this Summit
very special and in a way a life changing exchange between
cultures.

We look forward to staying in touch with our host family and
growing our friendship.We also look forward to continuing
learning about the Japanese culture and Japan.




Japanese Hospitality Wherever You Fly
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List of Corporate Sponsors to CIE Japan in 2024

AISIn

HARHT 12>
AISIN CORPORATION

ANAS

ERAZHEKNRT
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

TOYOTA

hIYEBEHRART
TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION

AICHI STEEL

BRastkait
AICHI STEEL CORPORATION

P DAIKIN

TRy TEGARA
Daikin Industries, Ltd.

= SHEBIE
Bt BEE D

Toyota Industries Corporation

(Z+EIR)

DoHASH

HREHA—N\YTIZh

Ohashi Technica, Inc.

DENSO

rRRHET VY —
DENSO CORPORATION

Ak =

SHEERAST

Toyota Tsusho Corporation

P FKD [5ERR> it
SrHiNog  TREON FUJITSU
BHABELKASHT REBHENSHT @k tat
Hino Motors, Ltd. FUKADA DENKI Fujitsu Limited

s = - @» r:nSKTE BHL 22
SHIERRIT RSt H;5 %< H
RS = HERRT HASHEATE HATHEDRBRIEERT

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking

Corporation

MIYAMOTO INDUSTRY CO., LTD

Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Company

q BETEZAIMIT~

()9 $2RRSR1T

HRSHICHIRT
The Kiyo Bank, Ltd.

< DU i

HRSERN—LO—E—
Doutor Coffee Co., Ltd.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

NIFTr7AF> vl
T—ERKARM

TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

brother

7Y -TEKAR
BROTHER INDUSTRIES, LTD.

JTEKT

[ZS e Gl
JTEKT CORPORATION

77N Y 11 PN =
“ 2MHShX
EMAMKNRT
TOYODA GOSEI CO., LTD.

Vo FIAfhES

NERg it

TOYOTA BOSHOKU
CORPORATION

SHiEREE

=HERBLE
KEKRBIRA R

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance
Company, Limited

¢R #ertemma
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John Manjiro Whitfield Commemorative
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Center for International Exchange
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Newsletter“Kusanone Tsushin”
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During FY2023, 4 volumes of the CIE Newsletter, Kusanone Tsushin,
were issued in March, June, September and December.
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GRAND AXE 602 2-12-18 Koujimach, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
TEL : +81-03-3511-7171 FAX @ +81-03-3511-7175
Email : manjiro@manijiro.or.jp URL : http://www.manjiro.or.jp

®ER 1 7—Y%— - T4 £X/ Translator : Arthur Davis



