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The 30th Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2023 was held in nine areas of Ohio, including the
state capital, Columbus, over eight days spanning September 19 to 26, 2023. The schedule was
moved up one year due to COVID 19, but the event was held in the USA for the first time
following the pandemic, after a five year gap since the last Summit in Seattle. It was supported
with the much appreciated cooperation of the Consulate General of Japan in Detroit, local
businesses, and co-organized by the Japan-America Society of Central Ohio (JASCO) and CIE-US.
The Japanese population in the Columbus area is quite large, as number of Japanese companies,
biggest of them being the Honda Motor Company, have established operations here, but the
area is not so well known as a tourist destination. The Japanese participants experienced a close,
grass-roots exchange between with US citizens in Ohio, a place said to be the epitomize “good
old-desired” USA culture.
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Participants from Japan: 61

@ Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception: 203
(notincluding those from Japan)

@ Host families 160 persons /61 families
(including reserve families)

@ Local Sessions & related events: 671 people / O areas

@ Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party : 31 8 persons
(not including participants from Japan)

Total Number of Summit Participants :1’41 3
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Summit Schedule

Sep. 19(Tue) Depart for the USA
Arrive Columbus

[ Renaissance Columbus Downtown Hotel ]

Sep. 20(Wed) Local Optional Tours
® Columbus City Tour & visit to NAICCO
@ Visit to Amish Country
® Honda - Transportation Research Center (TRC)
+ Muirfield Country Club
® Columbus City Tour & Statehouse Tour (High School Program)

[ Renaissance Columbus Downtown Hotel ]

Tour of Ohio Statehouse
Welcome Reception
Opening Ceremony

Sep.21(Thu) Depart for Local Session
H t,
Local Session program

Local Session program

Day with host family

Sep. 24 (Sun) Time with host family
Visit Columbus Zoo with host family
Closing Ceremony & Farewell Party
[ Embassy Suites by Hilton Columbus Dublin ]

Sep. 25 (Mon) Return to Japan or, join Post Summit activities
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Co-organized by : John Manjiro Whitfield Commemorative International Centre for
Grassroots Exchange (CIE), CIE-US.and
Japan-America Society of Central Ohio (JASCO)

Overseen by : US-Japan Grassroots Exchange Summit 2023 Executive Committee
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Participants from Japan were scheduled on three flights to John Glenn
Columbus International Airport. As there were no direct flights to Columbus,
they arrived via Chicago, Dallas and Atlanta respectively. At the airport, they

were greeted by the smiling faces of JASCO staff and many volunteers. ARCNR P

Arriving at Columbys Airport
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On this occasion, three members of the Nakahama family, descendants of
Manijiro, were joined by five members of the Whitfield family and one

member of the Perry family in Columbus.
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September 20" — Local Tours
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Straight from the hot and humid Japanese climate the participants set out accompanied by a refreshing

autumn breeze, on three tours unique to Columbus.
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Columbus City Tour & Visit to NAICCO
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The tour went around the city of Columbus, a city which
has been evolving over the past 200 years, and
experienced an exchange that brought us closer to the
Native American roots.

A visit to Amish Country
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A visit to an area where many Amish continue to live as
they did when they first settled on the continent, gave
visitors a chance to sample the Amish way of life.

Visiting Honda, TRC, Muirfield Country Club
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Visitors enjoyed a tour of the Honda mobility industry
facilities unique to Columbus and then got in touch with
the spirit of the pioneers with some sport, such as golf.

Columbus City Tour & Statehouses Tour
(Mizusawa Daiichi High School Program)
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After a bus tour that showed them the history of the city
of Columbus, the students learnt through an explanation
in Japanese, about the history and functions of the Ohio
Statehouse before attending the Opening Ceremony.
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The grand Welcome Reception and Opening Ceremony held at the Ohio Statehouse, a National Historic Landmark, was a great success, attracting JASCO
members and other citizens interested in Japan in Ohio, as well as dignitaries from across the United States.

Atour of the Statehouse with Japanese interpretation, prepared in advance by students from Mizusawa Daiichi High School, was available for participants.The
reception ceremony included addresses and speeches by representatives of the host city, organizers and guests. Then, for the first time in five years, the
Summit tradition of Exchanging the Globe between descendants of Manjiro and Captain Whitfield took place.

Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception and a sit-down dinner,along with an Irish dance performance, as well as a chance to mingle and exchange pleasantries.
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Ms. Lydia Mihalik Mr. James Kelly Ms. Noriko Mills Mr. Yusuke Shindo Dr. Hiroyuki Fujita Mr. Scott Whitfield
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Director at the Ohio Economic  President of CIE-US President of JASCO Consul General of Japanin  Honorary Consul of Japan  Whitfield descendant
Development Association Detroit in Cleveland
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Ms. Mihalik gave a message on behalf of Governor Mike DeWine
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Ms. Kyo Nakahama Mr. Matthew Perry Mr. Kazuhide Ishikawa
T avhHREBFH RYU—REFHR CIEEER
Descendant of John Manjiro Descendant of Commodore  Chairman of CIE
Perry
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The “Globe Exchange”: Asuka
Nakahama receives the globe
from Wyatt Whitfield
after a five year hiatus due to the
pandemic. They promised to
meet again in Wakayama
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Welcoming performance by Irish dancers




September 20" ~24™ — Local Session
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On September 21, participants set out on the highlight of the Grassroots Summit: Local Sessions held across nine regions of Ohio. In each region,
they enjoyed close interactions with host families and community members through imaginative programs spread over four days and three nights.

“ 0> /XX — Columbus Bfro02mA% 104 Japanese participants : 10

® IS5 Uy - R—UHIKR
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® Walking tour of Franklin Park
® Museum visit

@ City Hall visit

® Football match
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©® Hidaka USA %35/

® HEaRZ

® Ly IIVR—IViKER

® ER7y FR—IEHSEE

® City walk (public art, parks, etc.)
@® Visit to Hidaka USA Corporation
® City Council visit

® Pickleball experience

® High school football game
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® Visit to Delaware Historical Society il (&
@ Little Brown Jug Festival (Harness Horse Racing)
@® Tour of City Hall

@ City walk

® Wesleyan University Campus Tour
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® Uptown walking tour
® Early College High School Classroom Visit

@ Visit to Moriroku Technology North America
@® High school football game
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@ Visit to Bellefontaine City Hall
® Bellefontaine High School

® City tour
® Walking tour of downtown

® High school football game
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® 7y R—IVERE

@ Visit to City Hall

® Downtown walking tour

@® Visit to Miami County Courthouse
@ Visit to the Hayner Cultural Centre
® Welcome dinner

® Football game
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® HRFHMEHA
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® P )VE—EERHEREIHM
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® 7y R—IVEE

® Meet with the Mayor

® Welcome party

@ Visit to Airstream factory

® Shelby County Historical Society
® Johnston Farm Museum

® Football game
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@ N—=FATY  UFALT AV »
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® Walks around the city and perrysburg
® Welcome party

® Hancock County Historical Society

@ Findlay High School visit

@ Visit to University of Findlay

@ Visit to Birch Haven Retirement Community

s = 5 48 A +3Ix%m1 %
S — KRE—BRTOI A
7 7 7 I\ y — BIUffton Mizusawa[_lj)aiichi High School program 8 students + 1 lead teacher

® RY—XN—JEHM

® 74V RU—REFDN—FATONT+—TVRAEE
® SumiRiko ANAAITIHF RS

® ST VINER - FER - BRTOXR

® TiRFTEAM

® 757 REHM

® ST v FR—IVE

® Visit to Perrysburg

® Performance at the University of Findlay welcome party
® SumiRiko Ohio factory visit

@ Bluffton Elementary, Middle and High Schools

@ Visit to City Hall

@ Visit to Bluffton University

® High school football game
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Ikebana Demonstration
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The Columbus Sogetsu Branch,
based at the Franklin Botanical Park
in the city of Columbus, invited a
Sogetsu lkebana instructor among
the Summit participant to interact
through ikebana.

SYZR e ATFAVSAEITKEEFSA
Mes. Janis Stein & Ms. Ekuko Odake

\ Commodore Perry Program
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Lake Erie, one of the Great Lakes in northern Ohio, is
associated with Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, brother of
Commodore Matthew Perry, who travelled to Japan on an
expedition. CIE-US Director Perry, in cooperation with the
Findlay Subcommittee, gave a lecture on his ancestors and
their relationship with Japan, while interacting with
students at the University of Findlay, nearby high schools
and Japanese schools.
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September 24™ — Closing Ceremony
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Four days and three nights of local sessions were followed by the Closing
Ceremony & Farewell Party to conclude the Summit. This year, the event was
held at the “African Events Centrein the Columbus Zoo, known as one of the
best in the USA. Host families and participants spent the time before the
ceremony enjoying their last full day in the extensive zoo grounds.

At the ceremony, which was held under the watchful eyes of animals from the
African region, the organizers thanked the key persons of the Local Sessions
and the host families. These key persons also gave reports on the exchange

a‘g\; %

programs.
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Ms. Noriko Mills Mr. James Kelly Mr. Henk Berbee Ms. Robin Oda
JASCOEHER CIE-USEEER XV =XENTRRHER boAmR
President of JASCO President of CIE-US President of Marysville City Council Mayor of Troy City

Ms. Yuki Nakasuji

PR for Wakayama Summit
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Ms. Sachiyo Peterson
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September 25™ — Post Summit Optional Programs
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After the Summit, two Post Summit Optional Programs were organized for participants who wanted to experience more of American culture.

BREBDBHETEDTFANAT VTHR—LATA
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A two-night stay homestay in Fairhaven, MA, following in
the footsteps of Manjiro, and a visit to the old city of
Boston (12 participants)

@ 22— IIDBRIAY SN TH—LRTA 238
(6&Z0)
Two nights homestay in the Twin Cities area in Minnesota,
(6 participants)

% il % D7 What participants had to say

AKX Tsutomu Yagi
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FTLMNE LT, “come home with my children. Now the fun begins”
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| participated with my granddaughter,
who is in her first year of junior high
school. She is generally shy but
decided herself that she wanted to go,
so | wanted to take her up on that.
However, after the long flight, she
couldn't eat, got tired and stressed-out.Just when | was wondering what | had gotten
myself into, my host came to pick us up with their children: "come home with my
children, now the fun begins!; they said with a bright, friendly smile. | think she must
have sensed the welcoming atmosphere. My granddaughter’s stiff expression soon
softened, much to my relief. As soon as we arrived home, they made us a warm
"magic soup" and weakened tummies were completely fixed. We stayed with a
couple and their four children, on their farm with a dog, a cat, chickens and ducks. We
collected freshly laid eggs in the morning, | cooked okonomiyaki for dinner, my
granddaughter introduced herself in English, we watched the local football game
and cheered for the children’s track and field events. It was a very special homestay
experience for me and my granddaughter. At the end of the day, | was happy to hear
her say, "Thank you for bringing me, Grandpa". My granddaughter has grown a great
deal thanks to meeting with children the same age as her.

Quite simply: 'I'm really glad | took
part!”

| received the schedule, but it was my
first time to take part and | didn't fully
understand what kind of activities we
would actually be doing. However, the
kindness of the CIE staff and the many
volunteers made me feel at ease about
participating in the activities. One of
the best points was that | was able to visit the Amish country, which I had been interested
in for a long time. It was a meaningful day for me as | was able to learn about the life and
history of an area that would be difficult to visit on my own.

In addition, | want to say thanks to the Mayor and other people who helped us at the
Local Session, we were able to have memorable experiences such as an historic
architecture tour,a canal tour and a visit to the Airstream factory in Sydney.

And most importantly, this was my first time in 30 years to stay with a host-family and it
was so enjoyable.The trip to the shores of Lake Erie in their small aircraft was one of the
most memorable experiences | have ever had.

I would like to thank everyone for coming up with such an enjoyable, full and rounded
schedule.| hope to be able to participate again in the future.
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List of Corporate Sponsors to CIE Japan in 2023

AISIn

HARHT 12>
AISIN CORPORATION

PDAIKIN
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Daikin Industries, Ltd.
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Toyota Industries Corporation

ESHINO

BEFEFHEKAST
Hino Motors, Ltd.
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Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation

AICHI STEEL
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AICHI STEEL CORPORATION

DENSO
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DENSO CORPORATION
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Toyota Tsusho Corporation
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DENKI
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FUKADA DENKI
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MORIMURA HOUMEIKAI
FOUNDATION
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Ohashi Technica, Inc.

<2 v I

HRARM R —)LO—E—
Doutor Coffee Co., Ltd.

A TOYOTA
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

o)
FUJITSU

EhEgART
Fujitsu Limited

EEEEEL IR
Hokkaido Tsushin Building

JTEKT

ARSIz AT b
JTEKT CORPORATION

77 111 P~
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TOYODA GOSEI CO,, LTD.
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TOYOTA BOSHOKU
CORPORATION

brother

7Y -IEKASH
BROTHER INDUSTRIES, LTD.

ANAS

ERARZHEKART
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

TOYOTA

b3y EBEHRAST
TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION

Nilico
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Nifco Inc.
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Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance
Company, Limited
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Individual members
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John Manjiro Whitfield Commemorative

& Center for International Exchange

T102-0083 REEBFREXLBET 2-12-18 75 > 7 7 XF8HT 602

TEL : 03-3511-7171 FAX 1 03-3511-7175

GRAND AXE 602 2-12-18 Koujimach, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
TEL : +81-03-3511-7171 FAX : +81-03-3511-7175

Email : manjiro@manjiro.or.jp URL : http://www.manjiro.or.jp

77Ty kRTINS Aflac Life Insurance Japan Ltd.
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Publicity
HORBEHRIT

Newsletter“Kusanone Tsushin”

2023 (3. HBIES [RORBIE] &

3A.6R.9A. 12 BL4EHKITLELT,

During FY2023, 4 volumes of the CIE Newsletter, Kusanone Tsushin,
were issued in March, June, September and December.

#ER : 7—Y— + T4 £ X/ Translator : Arthur Davis



