SBI7TEIAREDORZHRY IV M EEEXE ] HRE

A Report on the 17th Japan-America Grassroots Summit in Noto
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Taizo Watanabe, Chairman,

The John Manjiro-Whitfield Commemorative
Center for International Exchange
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The Japan-America Grassroots Summit is an annual meeting held alternately in
Japan and America, which aims to promote the exchange of ideas as well as greater
understanding and friendship between citizens of these two countries. The Summit
is mainly run by CIE and the Summit Volunteer Committee and is organized by local
volunteers. In the spirit of the 160 year friendship of John Manjiro and Captain Whitfield,
CIE aims to further promote the friendship between Japan and America, and to contribute to

world peace through exchanges at grassroots level. BEE
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Sadahiko Oda, Chairman,
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee
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The 2007 Noto Hanto Earthquake, which occurred right before
The 17th Japan-America Grassroots Summit 2007 in Noto,
caused overwhelming devastation over a widespread area. In
fact, for a time there were severe doubts about the possibility
of holding the Summit at all. However, | am sincerely grateful
to say that we were able to overcome the earthquake disaster,
receive a total of 250 participants, and successfully hold what
turned out to be a wonderful summit. | am sure that heart-
warming exchange was enjoyed in all Local Sessions. As
expressed in the words, " In Noto, both the people and land are
friendly," the people of Noto look forward to future chances to
once again welcome the participants into their hearts. Lastly, |
would like to express my deepest gratitude for all those who
participated and helped to make this summit possible.
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Shinobu Uogishi, Secretary General,
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee
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Through this summit, we were able to have foreign people see
with their own eyes that Noto is an extremely wonderful place.
Noto is home to many treasures, such as its untouched natural
scenery, traditional culture, festivals, and history, not to mention
the warmth of the Noto people themselves. And it is the charm of
these treasures that has attracted many Americans. Participants
have been appointed as "Noto Goodwill Ambassadors." Adorning
themselves with pin badges engraved with the words "Oracha
Noto-jin" (Honorary Noto Member) they can remember the strong
bond that was forged with the people they met in Noto. | am
extremely grateful to all of the individuals who participated in the
Noto Summit.
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Set up Noto SummitVolunteer Committee (NSVC).

20052128 December, 2005 ..
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Called on municipalities for assistance and cooperation. o
Began creating Noto Summit brochure. (]
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The 1st NSVC meeting .o

2006£3A5H March 5, 2006
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Held key-persons' meetings in various areas in Noto Peninsula.
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200659 A September, 2006
KITEERA N— 7%/ 05 FREASM

Seven NSVC committee members participated in
the 16th Japan-America Grassroots Summit in Colorado. (J

200741 B January, 2007
FENRZ 215K
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Created hand-made posters.
Started recruitment of host families. PY
Started recruitment of volunteer interpreters. Y

200752 A ~3B February-March, 2007
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Applied for "Supporting Special Policies and Projects for 4

Local-Level Internationalization " Fund 2007. ..

Launched fund-raising from sponsor companies. ®
200743 A 25H March 25, 2007 ..
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The Noto Hanto Earthquake in 2007

20074541 April, 2007
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o Decided to hold the 17th Japan-America 2007%E6A5H~138
> Grassroots Summit in Noto P _
§ after the inspection of disaster areas. \d :jlinis 13’ 2007
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z et g A Al dis i \.. Held the 17th Japan-America
; Held orientations for host families (in each local session area). .‘ Grassroots Summit in Noto.
e Held orientations for volunteer interpreters. °® A total of 2,100 people participated, including 250 from the US.
o
- 2007458308 May 30, 2007 .’
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The Final NSVC meeting
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Key persons wave goodbye to American visitors
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Since ancient times the Noto Peninsula has served as
a gateway for traders from foreign countries as they
have come and gone over the Japan Sea. With its rich
history,unique culture, traditional crafts and festivals, Noto
still preserves an atmosphere of “good old Japan.”
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Summit Schedule

6/5 25007 X 1) HtiF
250 Participants Depart U.S.

6/6 RREE. geEAN
Arrive inTokyo, Fly to Noto (Japanese hotel)
6/7 F—T=>Tkval&ELEZ—
Opening Session & Ceremony (Kagaya Hotel)

We |cnme to

Japan=hmarien Grasareets Summit 2007

6/8-10 HWHEABR(KR—LZXFTA - TOATTL)

Local Sessions (Home Stay Program)
6/1 A= ey rar&tELEZ—

Closing Session & Ceremony (Noto Royal Hotel)
6/12-16 A7 aFIv - TATZ L (BIMEDIO% HSHN)
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Optional Program

(about 90% of Participants joined the Optional Program)

EEXSRITES EZHH
Japan America Grassroots Summit Governing Structure of
Noto Summit Volunteer Committee (NSVC)
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SHEX(ERYVC YT s #HERHES £R)

P BE BN\ (ERXAPETROS EEEE)

E3 8: [—FEldH Bz ] o ) .
. . Hakui Association for Promoting People's International Exchange)
ILOS)EE 5. P& ¢ ’
[x F]tEE#H. &0 Committee Members :
[0 BlILAB. #EBF -Mr.Kitabayashi (Ipponsugi)
- . PN -Mr.Taji, Mr.Naito (Yamanotera)
KEEE‘:%] %;ﬁ ;;\ a1 -Mr.lkeoka, Mrs.Hama (Onomi)
(BEER]EE #HE. BS BA. FAEX -Mr.Yamamoto, Mrs.|lda (Nakajima)
[FEEBHET] A AF. S M. KB EF -Mrs.Ubaura, Mr.Yachi (Notojima)
[BeBAT) 85 =it -Mr.Fukuda, Mr.Tajima, Mrs.Aoki (Tatsuruhama)
N PN -Mrs.Kado, Mr.Takatsu, Mr.Oyu (Nakanoto)
(M ea E8 -Mr.Kazuma (Noto)
(& mlak ﬁﬂ -Mr.Sunagoya (Suzu)
[ BliR® tiBl. HRET -Mr.Ishizaki (Kanakura)
[P #f) @A Qi -Mr.ltaya, Mrs.Shioyasu (Wajima)
o P -Mr.Okamaoto (Monzen)
Fo=]
(:‘E T]fm # ) -Mr.Nakagawa (Shika)
(’\*mnj!ﬁ . tiEEE -Mr.Morita, Mr.Shitsumi (Anamizu)
[PIveh] &8 B, BR BN -Mr.Takazawa, Mr.Isomi (Hakui)
[EZEKAT] K & &F -Mrs.Suzuki (Houdatsushimizu)
[a> v L)EE ERE. AEM -Mrs.Hamagishi, l\_/lr.lshl_da (KOSHARE Indian Da_ncers) B )
N N . -Mr. Nagata (Section Chief, Man and Woman Joint Participated Program Section,
&H ﬂ;&(t}%ﬂiﬁ\@i&ﬁﬁﬂ%#%@i%?( ) ER) Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)
Eith FE @REHHRBEER) -Mr. Kaji (Assistant Administrative Manager, Wajima City Hall)
HMBEA FHXEMNTEALTRER) -Mr. Ikeyauchi (Division Chief, Tourism Exchange Division, Suzu City Hall)
= (35 = A4 Eas T -Mr. Ishiyama (Division Chief, Lifelong Learning Division, Hakui City Education Committee)
Al ;j]c Ef“’ﬁ:ii(jé‘fﬁ::i;&q—gﬁﬁ) -Mr. Nakata (Division Chief, ShikaTown Lifelong Learning Division)
T'PE AEEAT E*gﬁ;"_ﬁ' -Mr. Minamoto (Division Chief, Hodashimizu Town Lifelong Learning Division)
B KR (RESKETEEREER) -Mr. Yoshida (Division Chief, Nakanoto Town Lifelong Learning Division)
THHAEX (FEEEMEESEER) -Mr.Yoshima (Division Chief, Anamizu Town Lifelong Learning Division)
=R & (RKETR EE RS 2 E) -Mr. Gota (Assistant Division Chief, Noto Town Finance Planning Division)
ZH S50 BT EEMBR REHE) Secretary General: Mrs. Uogishi
g TR
BB R RIRRENE Secretariats of the NSVC Bureau:
BT B B S CREILSET EBEE) -Mr. Kusunoki (Secretary General, Nanao Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
B (ERYY LT ¢ LGS BE) -Mr. Hama (Organizer, Nanao Marine City Promotion Council)
~ o E//T 1 s b = -Mr. Domae (Section Chief, Reservation Center, Kagaya Hotels Corporation)
2H HE (WNEE FH&2 2 —8R) -Mr. Miyanishi (Assistant Manager, Wakura Spring-Inn Cooperative Association)
= EH (FEERKEREBES FR) -Mr. Kannoki (Nanao Junior Chamber)
% (L REELHET -Mr.Yamaguchi (Nanao Junior Chamber)
ﬁinf géitzzz‘f‘::):;; -Ms. Wakisaka (Man and Woman Joint Participated Program Section,
H R N _ Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)
iR HF (CRTEEBRBERSEE 5O< Ui -Mr. Ito (Miyabi Research Institute Ltd.)
Rk I= (X2t HEASWER) -Mr. Miyata (Secretariat, The Monterey Peninsula-Nanao Friendship Association)
EHR—8 (tR - T M —XRIFHS FBR) )
Auditor:
B ¥ HH EB(ERHLEBES BE) -Mr. Murata (General Manager, Policy Planning Division, Nanao City Hall)

A HE BB EBLEEAGS BER.BWNEE RXRMHRSEK) Chairman : Sadahiko Oda (Chairperson, Noto Peninsula Tourism.

2R H&E (ANRBAZRBEBRZRR #R)

B #— (tREIXMER $HESH)

Chairperson, Kagaya Hotels Cooperation)
Vice Chairman:
-Mr. Kikuo Toyohara (Division Chief, International Affairs Division,
Ishikawa Prefectural Tourism Bureau)
-Mr. Nobuyuki Magura (Executive Manager, Nanao Monterey Friendship Association)
-Mr.Tomio Imai (Chairperson, Nanao Marine City Promotional Association)
-Mr. RihachiTakazawa (Steering Committee Member,

-Mr. Koda (Executive Director, Nanao Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
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Coments from
Particpants and
Host family

80iENEE

Even 80 year old mother can
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It was a busy but incredibly fun filled, dreamlike four days. The
most memorable moment was seeing my mother, who is 80
years old this year, speaking to our guest, Barbara! Of course my
mother cannot speak English at all. Barbara spoke English, and
my mother spoke in Japanese, and yet somehow they seemed
to understand what the other wanted to say. So, we can connect
heart to heart even without words, after all. This made parting
all the more difficult and eye watering. | would definitely like to
participate in Kentucky next year, of course taking everyone from
ShikaTown. (Shika local session: Host: Hiroshi Nakagawa)
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Rediscovering myself
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When the aftermath of the earthquake was beginning to clear
up, | was unexpectedly offered the chance to be a host family. |
accepted the offer, but to tell the truth, | felt too tied up at that
time to graciously welcome guests. Becoming a host family was
fraught with difficulties. Recalling that experience now, | feel that
it was a great opportunity to rediscover myself and the meaning
of hospitality. Those days were like a dream. | am very grateful
for that experience. (Anamizu local session: Host : Kunio Igawa)
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violence won't bring peace
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This time two teachers stayed in my house for a home-stay
experience, and they told me the following story. ‘I learned
for the first time (at a lecture during the Noto Summit) about
an internment camp for Japanese Americans in Colorado.
In 2004, | hated terrorism and supported an attack on lIraq,
and Iraq fell. After that, however, along with an increase in
victims among general citizens, more and more doubts came
up in my mind. Then | began to participate in the anti-war
movement. For the first time the hate began to lift and my
heart was healed,” and the teacher discovered that, “violence
won’ t bring peace. Hate only generates more hate.”
| was taught that in order to create peace, the only real method
that works is to increase exchange between the peoples of
countries that allows individuals to understand each other.
(Yamanotera local session: Host: Shunei Kawasaki

A Model for Wprld Peace
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This is my first Summit; First trip to Japan. This trip has
become both memorable and life-changing. Most important;
the John Manjiro Summit with home-stay is a model for World
Peace; a people-to people program which builds mutual-caring
and understanding; deepens respect and love, across national
and intemational borders; across language and cultural baniers.
| would like to work with the Summit organizers for Kentucky,
in fall 2008. | hereby offer my assistance to retum the favors
extended to us in Japan, to next year's participants. (Ipponsugi
local session: Guest: Java Crema)
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Together with My Granddaughter
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The Noto Grassroots Summit was my fifth such event in Japan.
This year | took my oldest granddaughter for her first visit. Two
years ago | took my oldest grandson. Both were very impressed
by the friendliness of the people, the beauty of the landscape and
the extraordinary culture. | was more than pleased because both
my grandchildren became interested in leaming more about the
history and culture of Japan, to include even attempting to leam
the language. One final thought. We were all very impressed by
how the people of the Noto Peninsula came together to meet the
challenge of recovery following the March earthquake. (Wajima
local session: Guest: Car Gustav Finstrom)
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Tearful Goodbye
EDRN

Our experience in Japan will be forever treasured in our hearts.
We enjoyed the beauty of the countryside in Onomi and the rich
heritage of the Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples. We especially
enjoyed fishing, noodle catching luncheon, making bamboo cups,
zori weaving, and calligraphy. Every meal was a feast for the eyes as
well as the taste buds. We felt embraced by the entire community,
from youngest to oldest, as we laughed and leamed. It was so
difficult to say goodbye to the people of Onomi; a tearful farewell
for us. We would like to have our home made available for any
Japanese people or families who may wish to visit Colorado ---
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Media Clippings
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The Japan-America Grassroots Summit was reported
by many newspapers as well asTV stations.
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"My Sunshine in Colorado" (Japanese) written by Izaemon Konno.
The author was the oldest participant in the Colorado Summit 2006
(then 92 years old). The book is his appreciation of life, people and
love, through the summit.
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ington via Chicago

NEXT SUMMIT
2008/10/22 - 29 10722 Depart Naritas arrive Lex
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&8 Board of Directors

(ER 19511 BERTE) (As of November 2007)

&85 Board of Trustees

(FrZ195E11 BER7E) (As of November 2007)

I&E President 1BI&E& Vice-President | 7R Special Adviser BHE Masashi Ishii
iR —BB Ichiro Ozawa 538 2 KaoruYosano #A7K {SH Nobuo Matsunaga $ | p5E e
Rifbeis Rifbeis JTEERAfE
Member of the House of Representatives Member of the House of Representatives Former Japanese Ambassador to the US “[,ﬁk ﬁ;& Tetsuo Kawasumi
I EEEE Chairman K iE= Junji Kitadai
¥ Z53& Taizo Watanabe BTFEBFE  Yoshihiko Kusakabe
JE2005%F HAEEES A ABAFRE i
Former Commissioner General of the 2005 World Exposition, Aichi, Japan ﬁ_cg ii Kumi Sato
I SEES S — 5 =25 EX Hatsuhisa Takashima
enior Managing Director
s ; ; ging £H ik KazuoTsuchida
B H BB— Akikazu Kida
BREH X X RERWRER rhiE 1# Hiroshi Nakahama
Chairman, Unex Corporation
il §E Yoshie Nakayama
132F Director M EX Yasuo Hayashi
/JiR —BB Ichiro Ozawa R 1A Tsunehisa Katsumata =
RIBHA RREARASH ROEHE ®AWE  MikoHaruna
Member of the House of Representatives President, The Tokyo Electric Power Company, Incorporated B E;é: _* Kazuyuki Hizume
£ B&E Manzo Kanai F % TatsuTaira == - —
HRASHHBESEREFET RERBEALR BRASHKE RERHEHE PR ivoshiirgts
President, Architects, Regional Planners & Associates, Kyoto President, DAISYO CORPORATION z'zg? ﬁ* Sadao Hirano
H O 288 Toshiaki Taguchi B¥4¢ F=EB Kichisaburo Nomura
k34 EEEER S B SRFEHHRSH BEER i Masaru Maruyama
Adviser, TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION Executive Advisor, All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd. if]m| E‘ﬁ'ﬂ TomitsuguYamaguchi
K& B85k Yasuchika Hasegawa K %5 5 Yoshio Hatano

HKEZEATERNSH ARIFERER

President, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

HIiR 2% Takao Maezawa

NTTA R 2 =4 —2 3 > AR BHHR

Vice President, Executive Manager, General Affairs
Department, NTT Communications Corporation

R &A Kenji Matsuo
HAREEGRREESH BfR ARIITRER
President, Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Co.

7 152 Nobuyuki Mori

CIE ZEBREER

Secretary General ,CIE

1 E53E Auditor

/|7 #5f& Nobutaka Odake
BHBTEXRFRF 5%

Associate Professor, Graduate School of Nagoya
Institute of Technology

FRENFBRR-EER

(THH S ERSE S B ABAF RIS 2EXRE)
Chancellor, The Gakushuin School Corporation

(Former Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Permanent Representative of Japan to the U.N.)

#88 & Minoru Makihara
EHEEEHA D BT

Senior Corporate Advisor, Mitsubishi Corporation

=5 {EF8 Nobuaki Miwa
HA R HRE ARBHE

President, Kanemi Co., Ltd.

=82 & HajimeTakamizawa
NPOESHERERS BER

Chairman, NPO International Education Development
Association

{%EBL%E Corporate Sponsors

(FR 18548 ~1953A8) (As of MARCH 2007)

7HEE—ILixR &1t ASAHI BREWERIES, LTD. / 1 # > #= 5%t AEON Co., Ltd. / FHEETEKR S Usamikougyou Corporation
FEEEERRSH Usamisangyo Limited / NTTA R 2 =4 — 3 > X%k S+ NTT Communications Corporation ./ TX « 54 « 54 *
TZ7xy b AT LXERSH NTT FANET SYSTEMS CORPORATION / I X « 54 + T4 - T—=ILRI>I =TV I< KRSt
NTT WORLD ENGINEERING MARINE CORPORATION  #kRX &=t K SE&EMFT Oshima Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. / # 40> %X &% OMRON
Corporation ./ f£EEES AT LI Y =7 > %S4t Business Communication System Engineering Co., Ltd. ./ ¥ ¥/ > A &4t
Canon Inc. /" BBiEBEM%RIXS4 KIRIN BREWERY COMPANY, LIMITED / 34 - =5t > b ZILY % /N #%RK&4 Coca-Cola Central
Japan Co., Ltd. / #%X&4tH I v ¥ X Samix Corporation / #X&4tIJPFE—IVT 1« > F X JP HOLDINDGS, INC. ~ MEEZEH#H%KRX =4t
Shikoku Electric Power Co., Inc. ./ #THARMEN St NIPPON OIL CORPORATION ~ £ HAZHE# 54t All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.
HR S KE DAISYO CORPORATION  BHZEA T E##4X 44t Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited / FEfE %R &4t CHUBU
Electric Power Co., Inc / # &3 Z TOSHIBA CORPORATION R Lk HE) A K {RBE#Kk X =4 Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance
Co., Ltd. / REAH AKX &4t TOKYO GAS Co., Ltd. /~ REEAHRX &4 The Tokyo Electric Power Company, Incorporated ./~ k34
T 74 F 2 v —E XA &4t TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES CORPORATION .~ b 3 % HEIEM#=X 4t TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION
#SHKAkAE NAGATANIEN CO., LTD. / Ex+0O v 7 Z#%kRX S+t Fuji Xerox Co., Ltd. ./ dtiBEE H#kXS4t Hokkaido Electric Power
Co., Inc. / HRESH KB BEBE Mizutaninori ten / ZFHEXE L A K FREHRK S Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited
=ZFmEEK/X S Mitsubishi Corporation / BRARHALEGRIEIEES4E Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Co. / MASHA T 1 VLY v N>
Medium Japan, Inc. / #3241 ZE® RYOSHOKU LIMITED
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