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I am looking forward to this Summit in Noto this year.
Along with myself, | bring good wishes from my family
back in the U.S. Every time | come to Japan, | learn
something new and make new friends.

I hope you all enjoy the event as much as | do, and make
new friends along the way. 1”’m anxious to see old
friends, make new ones, and share the experience of
both cultures with all who attend!

The friendship that started 164 years ago between
Manijiro and Captain Whitfield lives on because of
everyone of you who participate in the Summit. | want to
thank you for continuing what our ancestors were lucky
enough to start.

Thank you,

Scott Whitfield

164

My trip to the Summit is part of a life long dream. | have
always wanted to visit Japan. My father, Fumio Morikawa,
was born in the United States to parents from Japan
(Matsujiro and Fujiye Sakakura Morikawa). In 1995, |
started gathering the genealogical information the history
on my family. | am writing our family history. | have

found that my grandparents were from Mieken. | have
found only one address, from 1914, that my family lived in
Kusumura (in Mieken). Kusu is now part of

Yokkaiichi. With the gracious help and assistance of
Tohru Takahashisan, it has been my, what seemed to be
a very remote hope to meet and speak with my family on
the optional tour while I am in Japan. Going to Japan and
meeting family there exceeds all realistic expectations | 100
have ever had. It has been nearly 100 years since our
families have been in touch with each other. | was given
some information on my family the other day that brought
tears of joy to my eyes that the possibility of the meeting
was likely to happen. | am so thrilled to be going to Japan
in June 2007.

1995

1914

2007 6

Sincerely,
Joe Barrett
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