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1. (Chaffee County)

Host Family: James & Joyce Close / Guest: Hiromutsu & Hiroko Baba
Now, we would like to comment about your visit for the Summit Remarks
regarding the visit:
We were happy that our visiting family were so open to new
adventures. They are special people to represent Japan to us. We all
enjoyed activities together and they participated with open hearts to Salida
and especially us, their host family. Salida is a small town without the
amenities of a larger city, and as the Baba's indicated that they would like to
have their visit here, we were very honored and from the beginning we
became "family". This was our first time in hosting a family from another
country, and we think that if the opportunity arises again, we shall be very
happy to host another family because of the two wonderful and enjoyable
Japanese people who came to visit. We will cherish our memories and hope
to see them again, perhaps in Japan next time.

So, Hiromutsu and Hiroko-we were privileged to have you visit us. Come
back any time and you will receive a welcome here in Salida, Colorado.

But, in the meantime, keep our e-mailing going and let us know of your
adventures as we will in return. Sayonara for now, -James and Joyce
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2. (Teller County)

Host Family: Jon LaVasque / Guest: Masakatsu & Kazuomi Akahori
| had a wonderful time having the famous race drivers Masakatsu Akahori
and Kazuomi Akahori stay in my house. These two men are very enjoyable
to be around, and fun to talk too. | had fun showing my new friends around
my town, country, and state. | hope | made a lasting impression on them so
they don’t forget our friendship we made here. My house is always open to
them to come back and visit and stay with me again. With their stay here |
had let them do something many Japanese have never done. | showed them
how to shoot guns which was fun. We went up Pike’s Peak where | got to
throw snow at them in the summer time.
Your Friend,
Jon La Vasque

3. (Manitou Springs)

Host Family: Nelson / Guest: R. Yano
The 2006 Grassroots Summit was not only about Americans meeting
Japanese and exchanging pleasantries, but also about people sharing their
thoughts and life experiences while exploring nature”s beauty in the Manitou
Springs community. During the past few days my husband and | made
several new acquaintances which we hope will continue to grow into
friendships. We were also able to witness first-hand the “Can do” spirit of
the Japanese when an unusual spell of rainy weather threatened to dampen
own morning plans to ride horses, but our young visitors were undaunted
and “mounted up” without hesitations. Despite the weather, a wonderful
experience was had by all. We are especially impressed with the poise and
professional attitude of Rie Yano, our house guest and the very effective
communication for the group. We look forward to participating in future
Summit events.
Sincerely,
Judith E Nelson
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5. (Rocky Ford)

Host Family: Charlene Lindahl / Guest: Anonymous
| was not aware of the Grass Roots program until this year.
These four days have been pure joy. This is a wonderful way to learn about
Japan and get to know the different personalities of each participant. This
experience has changed my life for the better — | will live each day from new
on in a better outlook.
| have nothing but wonderful memories of this experience. | will correspond
with Guest.

7. (Westcliffe)

Host Family: Mark & Julie Stamper / Guest: K. Y.

We thoroughly enjoyed our experience as a host family. The optional
activities planned by the Westcliffe organizers (Whalens & Bidons) gave
people a choice and provided enough time for activities specifically tailored
to meet the needs of our guest. We really wish the time with the host family
could be extended to a week. Our time with Kazuko was so very special and
we would like to host another person or family should the opportunity arise.
If the summit comes to Colorado Springs again, | think the choices for
activities should be expanded. For example;

- The Flying W. Ranch for dinner & show

- Add Sanba’s Workshop to the Pikes Peak Cog Railroad

- Scenic drive to Garden of the Gods & visit trading post
We look forward to our trip to Japan and we will always keep in touch with
our new friend, Kazuko.

Sincerely

Mark & Julie Stamper
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8. (Clear Creek County)

Host Family: Vicki Larson / Guest: Tomoshi & Chihiro Inohara
It has been a pleasure to meet and spend time with Tomoshi and Chihiro.
Tomoshi shared about Hiroshima and life in Japan. | find it interesting that
being two countries for apart we have many similarities. This summit re-
enforces for me what a small world we live in and how important it is to be
understanding of other cultures.

....................................................................................................................
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9. (Royal Gorge Country)

Host Family: Matt & Sharon Mueller / Guest: Takahiro Kawaguchi
We have never had the opportunity to have a foreign guest in our home
before and therefore did not really know what to expect. It has been a huge
gift to us to have Taka with us, as well as to all others that met him &
shared much time with him. He was very polite, personable, intelligent & an
overall joy to be around. We are sure we learned more from him than he did
from us. He was also very appreciative of everything we did for him, and a
very gracious guest.
The whole experience was very positive & we want to express our
appreciation to everyone that made this opportunity possible.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................
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10. (Denver)

Host Family: Gene & Kimiko Side /
Guest: Shizuko Matsuzaki & Ryoko Konta
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11. (Colorado Springs)

Host Family Name: Scott & Susan Moore / Guest: Kesashige Ide
We thoroughly enjoyed having Mr. Ide with us these past few days. He has
traveled extensively, and is very flexible and open to new experiences. Even
at his age, he went to horseback riding! We also introduced him to the
cultural experience of a high school football game. He shares our family”s
love of tennis, so we enjoyed several family tennis matches. We felt so
comfortable with him and he was truly part of our family during his stay.
And we hope to keep in touch in the future. We would love to be involved
with programs such as this in the future.

. .
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1. (Colorado Springs)

Host Family Name: Kevin & Diane & Bjorn Lindholm / Guest: Yukimi Onishi
Dear Yukimi,
Thank you for staying with us! | really enjoyed doing some fun sight-seeing with you: The
Air Force Academy Chapel, Garden of the Gods, Manitou Springs, and taking the Cog
Railway to the top of Pikes Peak!" You were a lovely guest! We wish you all the best.
Diane

Thank you for visiting us. Sounds like you got to do many great things in Colorado.

Kevin Lindholm
| hope you completely enjoyed your visit to Colorado and the United States.

Bjorn Lindholm

.....................................................................................................................................................................................
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2, D.C.( D.C.)

Host Family: Robert Whitfield / Guest: Setsuko Takahashi
What a special time we’ve had with you! Meeting you and getting to know
you has been and honor and a blessing for us. Our visit to Annapolis, the
state capital of Maryland, was so much fun. We were so pleased that you
enjoyed lunch with us at Buddy’s, and seeing the waterfront and shopping.
We especially enjoyed the hat store where we all put on funny hats, and
took pictures. It was “silly fun”, and we all looked so funny!!
I”m sorry | could not go with you when you visited the museums in
Washington D.C., but Bob had fun watching you enjoy the Capital City of the
United States!
Thank you for the lovely meal you cooked for us! We enjoyed it very much!
Even Anthony was so impressed! (He’s a picky eater)

So tomorrow you will head back to Japan, and we will had a special friend for life! Please write to us often!

Love and Prayers,
Kathi & Bob Whitfield

. .

D.C.
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4. (Fairhaven)

Host Family: Barbara Owen / Guest: Masako Kido
| am a member and the treasurer of the Fairhaven/New Bedford-Tosashimizu Sister City committee. When our
Chairman and Cultural Advisor informed us of the 16th Japan-America Grassroots Summit and there were visitors who
would like to visit Fairhaven, | volunteered immediately to host a visitor.
On our visitors first full day in Fairhaven they were given a tour of the John Manjiro trail. Our Visitors spent some time
at the Millicent library, where they signed the Japanese Visitors” book. From the library, Committee Secretary provided
a tour of the Manjiro trail, which included visiting the Whitfield/Manjiro monument at the Northeast Maritime Institute,
formally the Unitarian Church that Manjiro attended. This was followed by a visit to the one room school house where
John Manjiro attended school and viewed the house where John Manijiro reportedly spent his first night in American.
That was followed by a visit to the cemetery where Captain Whitfield and several of his family members are buried.
Henry Rogers Huddleston Mausoleum and the New Bedford Museum was also visited and his many gifts to the town of
Fairhaven and the Whaling Industry was discussed.
We then headed on our way to the library where we participated in the Tea Ceremony presented by Kido San. Kido San
explained every aspect of what she was doing while presenting the Tea Ceremony. Tea was then served to everyone. It
was a very festive occasion, and our Guest got the opportunity to meet with the rest of the Committee members and
Friends. The Tea Ceremony was followed by a Pot Luck Dinner. Everyone brought a favorite dish. The end result was
we all spent 2 hours eating, making new friends and reacquainting ourselves with friends we had not seeing in a long time.
On Wednesday, 9/13, we left home and went to Boston to visit the J.F.K. Library. We had a picnic lunch in the car, and
then traveled to Cambridge and I pointed out the sites and we drove to down town Boston.
We made supper, Kido San packed, then we were invited to spend the rest of the evening with the Okamoto”s and their
host family, where we indulged in eating Sushi and drinking Green Tea.
On Thursday, 9/14, we drove to Newport, Rhode Island, where we walked around a little, and had lunch. The trip for
them was coming to an end and the weather displayed it”s sadness by raining softly and slowly.
We drove to the Airport, spent the last few minutes talking and with sadness and hidden tears, bid our guest Farewell; all
with the knowledge that they now have summer homes in Fairhaven that they can come back to whenever they would
like.
We simply did not have enough time to go do all the things | wanted to share with you. However, it was my pleasure to
have spent time with you. Thanks for the Japanese lessons, and for the great time we had together.
With best wishes
Barbara
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